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Working in Kwun Tong for 25 years
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"When the factories were here, the roads were
always jammed with trucks. Now traffic jam is
mostly caused by private cars. SMEs have taken
the place of manufacturing. In the past, we had to
travel to Tsim Sha Tsui to meet our clients. Now we
simply walk a few blocks."
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m EEXKEBREBERHREEXE Kai Tak Campus, Academy of Visual Arts,
Hong Kong Baptist University

The Kai Tak Campus of the Academy of Visual Arts, Hong
Kong Baptist University was previously the Royal Air Force
Officers' Mess and is rated as a Grade | historical building.
In 2012, the Government Property Agency increased the
rent tremendously. Concerned students started a number of
protests and organized an auction to raise fund for the rent.
In August, the government agreed to continue the lease to
the university at a premium rate for a year. It released the
campus to the Education Bureau, allowing the university to
apply for continual use.
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China Construction
Bank Centre

Opened in 1986, Po Hing Centre
has been recently rebuilt. The
lower car park levels are fringed
with vegetation, adding greenery
to the industrial area while
filtering air. Its green design has
been awarded many environmen-
tal and design prizes.
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Built in 2007, MegaBox is a
large-scale one-stop shopping
centre in the industrial area.
With a signature deep red
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"The sky's got smaller as old houses were
replaced by expensive screen buildings. A
lot of small businesses -- grocers, stationery
shops, book vendors... cannot afford the rent
anymore. The shopkeepers are long-time
friends. | miss them a lot."
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MEZXEZER BT Tong. Many shops here
EREHAEERE - open until the small hours,
making Kwun Tong a busy
spot at night.
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facade, it is a landmark of the

transformation of Kowloon Bay.
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Kowloon Bay International
Convention and Exhibition Centre

A public project jointly presented
by the Construction Industry
Council and the Development
Bureau, this is the first zero-carbon
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e project area is a green zone, which
e reduces urban heat island effect.
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Energizing Kowloon
East Office

The Development Bureau set up
the Energizing Kowloon East Office
in June 2012. Its 10 major tasks
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Kowloon Bay Integrated
Recycling Centre

HERSEHERESHATA Operated jontly by St James

MiE BEFKEESIES B8 Settlement and Hong Kong Caritas, the
e — == sn Tecyclin centre  collects  used
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electronic products, repairs them and
sends them to people in need or charity
sales. It serves the needy and also
promotes an eco-friendly lifestyle.
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Living in Kwun Tong for 25 years
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"Ever since | was a child, I've been hiking
around the Kwun Tong High Level Sevice
Reservoir. From above, I've seen the factories
and airport turning into Mega Box and APM.
Will I also climb a higher mountain — maybe
Mount Everest — one day?”

ZHERIE - BFEE
REERBRARERE - &

Kwun Tong Promenade

With the completion of Kwun Tong
MTR station in 1980, the seafront
and the pier ceased to be an
important traffic interchange. The
government has built Kwun Tong

TR T - WANA#E Sy Promenade, adding green and
TE o artistic  elements  along the
o waterfront.
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"l normally go to my studio at the industrial buildi

ng

after work. At night, there aren't many people in the

industrial area. As a group of creative practitione
we seem to work in a different time zone compar
with the mainstream SMEs. We can hear ban
jamming music in surrounding buildings. Sometim
there are students filming on the street. The lady in t
alley store is a good friend of mine. She often saves
some snacks.”
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Terminal

the world"s

the city centre.

Kai Tak Cruise

The Terminal is expected to be
completed and enter service in
mid-2013. It can accommodate

largest

allowing easy access for tourists

cruises,
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As Hong Kong morphs from its industrial past to
financial present, the transformation of Kowloon
East is like a microcosm of its development. As
industries gradually disappear, what will happen to
those who don't belong to the new knowledge-
based economiy? And what will Hong Kong
become?

o APM

MegaBox
China Construction Bank Centre

Kowloon Bay Interational Convention and Exhibition Centre.
Many exhibitions, concerts, seminars, banquets and
promotional sales held in the Centre help vitalizing the
fringe areas of Kowloon Bay.
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Kai Tak Cruise Terminal

The development of any city, whether it is a
proposal from the community, or the planning of a
town by the government, should always be people-
oriented. Open and free discussions are essential
for bringing in diverse opinions and attending to
different needs.

e Energizing Kowloon East Office

o Kwun Tong Promenade

o Kai Tak River

Also named Kai Tak Nullah, it is a flood drain for East
Kowloon. It has experienced many channel alterations since
the pre-war period. The govemment has considered
covering it, but due to local opposition, the plan was
amended. The government reconfirmed the historical and
natural value of the river and started improvement projects.
Organizations jointly formed by architects and the community
also took the initiative to set up art installations and hold
community activities along the river.

o Kowloon Bay Integrated Recycling Centre
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m Academy of Visual Arts, Hong Kong Baptist University

Kowloon East is a base for local cultural and
creative productions. Here, you can find all kinds
of studios, galleries, production houses, etc. As a
result, performance venues, retail shops and cafes
sprout in the district, forming a multi-cultural
creative cluster. It is y for any revitaliza-
tion policy to consider the needs of these creative
inhabitants.

Local Cultural Base

About 500 independent bands and music labels, such as My Little
Airport and Harbour Records, aggregate in Kowloon East. The
famous live house Hidden Agenda has moved a few times, but has
never left Kwun Tong and serves as a home base for indie music.
Factory spaces have given room to the whole indie ecosystem: from
creation to rehearsal, production, performance and sales. Besides
music, other art forms also thrive in studios, galleries, etc.
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Theatrical practitioner
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"l grew up in Ping Shek. There has always
been very little leisure space in the district.
There was nowhere to play when we were
young, so | went to the market with friends,
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Upper and Lower
Ngau Tau Kok Estate

Ngau Tau Kok became a large-scale
squatter area after the war. It was
redeveloped into public housing and
resettlement areas in the late 1960s.
Upper NTK Estate then was then one of
the first new public housing peojects.
The Lower Estate was the last urban
resettlement to be redeveloped.
“Auntie  Shum from Ngau Tau
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Secondary school teacher
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"I remember when | was young, it was always
jam-packed with people outside Silver Theatre.
Hawkers would be yelling for sale. Instead of
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Camel Paint Centre

RHEIU Leung Po Shan
X {t T #%& Cultural Practitioner
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Kwun Tong Station
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"l was born in the United Christian Hospital. It was my mother's first time
giving birth in a hospital rather than a maternity home. | studied in a
band-one girl’s school in Kwun Tong. Once a group of us tried to catch
a pervert along a quiet passage, but ended up being dragged back to
school by the disciplinary master.”
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The airport runway is a symbol of Hong Kong's
connection to the world. The ferries and buses are
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they all faced the same eventuality: closure.



PR Park Chan
BT Secondary School Teacher
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"Kwun Tong used to belong to the lower echelon. In
future, it will only belong to hotels and shopping
centres. If Kwun Tong is gentrified, it does not
belong to us anymore. When you get off the
mini-bus, you won't see beef-entrail cart. There
won’ t be any more stores that sell cheap drinks."
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2%l Leung Po Shan
Xt I % Cultural Practitioner

[BREAT  SEBABITREEREEEN
Wh o BAZVEEBTIEREF - TERT
BE MEAREEAINEENGR - |

"Kwun Tong is very affordable. It's a place where
poor people can live in dignity. | hope the memory
of my first love won't be erased. It's not about
nostalgia. It's about leaving people with a place to
return to."

#ZERI Lam Lui Kong
& R6T Photographer
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"It's impossible to rewind the clock for Kwun Tong.
| only hope that the pace of development here can
be slower. We have a unique waterfront. | hope it
won't become another Tsim Sha Tsui, which is only
surrounded by shopping malls. Seeing Millenium
City sprawling to 8 blocks, | am taken aback by the
speed of development."

;&8 Janice Poon
Bli5 T #£%& Theatre Practitioner
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"l really hope the industries and the history of early
public housing in the district can be retained and
respected! We should keep old architecture while
meeting the needs of newly developed industries. Try
integrating the two so that people who work and live
here can have comfortable space."

# %8 Derrick To
8IE I ¥ Creative Practitioner
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"It's very important to have a pluralistic community. It
often gives me inspiration! To maintain this diversity,
we need to develop slowly so that people have time to
build up different things in the district without being
disrupted by a rushed development cycle."

T 2% Benedict Wong Chung Mat
T %% Industrialist
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"Cross departmantal synergy is necessary for long
long-term planning. This is the only way to assure
thoroughness and effective use of resources."
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Kai Tak Airport used to be Hong Kong's gateway to
the world. After closing down in 1998, its
3,390-metre long runway and adjoining tarmac
area, together with the neighbouring Kwun Tong,
once Hong Kong's manufacturing base, and
Kowloon Bay, a district created out of reclamation
in the 1970s, will be jointly redeveloped under the
'Energising Kowloon East' initiative. It incorporates
urban design, greenery and cultural elements to
reinvent the whole area into CBD2.

CBD2 can be interpreted in two ways: one is the
second Central Business District. The other is
Connectivity, Branding, Diversity and Design. The
redevelopment of Kowloon East will need to further
embrace diversity to ensure pluralism in the
community.
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In a State of Flux,
Let’s Listen to the People

The master plan will affect the lives of individuals,
whose expectations for their future community
should be respected. People and development get
into dialogue on this map, layered with bits and
pieces that make up Kowloon East as we know it
today.
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Settlement

Kwun Tong — from 'Official' Tong to 'Scenic’
Tong During the Southern Song Dynasty (1127-
1279), Kwun Tong ( “official pool” in Chinese) was
the government's salt field. During the colonial
period, city development extended from Hong
Kong Island to Kowloon. As Hong Kong's manufac-
turing industry took off after the 1950s, the govern-
ment renamed the district, E¥& ( “scenic pool” ),
still pronounced as Kwun Tong but took on a new
meaning. Kwun Tong became the first industry-led
satellite town in the territory. The industrial
buildings there represent many stories of Hong
Kong's daring entrepreneurs.

The Walled City

In 1873, Lung Tsun Stone Bridge was built for the
Qing-dynasty and Hong Kong officials to reach the
Kowloon Walled City from the pier. It made Kowloon
City a busy marketplace. At the end of the Qing
Dynasty, the British government leased the
Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories from
China, but the Walled City was left for Chinese
administration. The later Hong Kong sovereignty
dispute caused the Walled City to become a
so-called “Three unrule,” a lawless area where
neither the Chinese, British nor Hong Kong govern-
ment administered. After WWII, unauthorised
structures sprouted within the Walled City. It
reigned as the highest density area in the world
and got infamous for its sweat shops and vice
establishments. In 1987, the governments reached
a consensus to tear down the Walled City and
developed it into a park, which retained some of
the artifacts.

Infrastructure

The Story of Kai Tak

In 1910, legislator Ho Kai and businessman Au Tak
jointly formed a company, and started a “Kai Tak
Promenade” residential project by reclaiming land
in the vicinity of today's Kai Tai area. The govern-
ment later developed Kai Tak Airport, which
became the gateway of Hong Kong to the world.
When retired after 77 years of service in 1998, Kai
Tak left behind 300 plus hectares of urban land for
the most important redevelopment project in Hong
Kong.

Redevelopment

The Transformation of Kowloon Bay
Before reclamation, Kowloon Bay was the inner bay
of the Victoria Harbour lying between Ngau Tau
Kok and Ma Tau Kok. Its proximity to Kai Tak
Airport has resulted in many storage facilities set
up by logistics companies. These companies have
moved to Kwai Chung since the closure of Kai Tak.
In 2007, the large-scale shopping centre MegaBox
opened. The office buildings in the area have
undergone continuous refurbishment over the past
few years. Today's Kowloon Bay has been rezoned
as a business district.

Kwun Tong Redevelopment Plan

As Hong Kong's first satellite town, Kwun Tong
shows thoughtfulness in its town planning. The
constantly busy Yue Man Square is the centre of the
district. It is a commercial and traffic hub, serving
the residential area uphill and the industrial area
along the seafront. Redevelopment planning started
in the late 1990s. The actual project kicked off in
2007, and is expected to finish in 2021. Through this
largest single urban redevelopment project, Kwun
Tong is going through a drastic makeover.
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